
Meet a Member - Winter 2015 

 

MARIE TORRES 

If Marie is not teaching kindergarten, you would probably catch her 
doing DIY projects around the house, reading, shopping, or 
playing her horn.  After growing up in Minnesota, she journeyed to 
beautiful Austin in 2005 and has been a part of our French horn 
section since 2012. 

Q: How’d you know you wanted to play the French horn? 
A: My mom always told me how she loved the sound of the French 
horn. Since it wasn’t an instrument that everyone else wanted to 
play, I figured I’d give it a try and loved it! 

Q: Are you involved in any other musical activities? 
A: I play handbells at church, participate in the brass choir, and 
am a member of the Cedar Park Winds.  

Q: What interested you in joining the CS? 
A:  After hearing the Cinematic Symphony play, I was very interested in being part of this amazing group!  There are 
some incredible people in this group and an amazing conductor!   

Q: Why do you think film scores are important? 
A: Music is such an integral part of movies. To be able to hear and play these scores in and out of context brings a 
unique experience to the performer and listener. Film scores are so unique and can provide a myriad of emotions and 
experiences! 

Q: Best musical memory? 
A:  Music has always been an important part of my life. I started piano lessons in 2nd grade, started the French horn in 
5th grade, and have been playing since! I guess I realized how special music really was when I performed my first horn 
solo and experienced the joy it brought to myself and others! I have to state that the live Muse concert was also pretty 
incredible, along with live musical performances! 

Q: Film scores on my iPod are? 
A: Wicked . . . and Disney! I love hearing and playing John Williams! I also love ALL musicals! 

Q: On being a part of the Cinematic Symphony? 
A: Cinematic Symphony is one of the highlights of my week! To play music with amazing people who all share the 
same love for music is truly an enlightening and heartwarming experience each and every week!   

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians? 
A:  Whatever you enjoy doing musically - keep it up! I never imagined I would be playing as much as I am now. Music in 
any form is such a wonderful experience and leads you to meet so many incredible people! 

 

  



Meet a Member - Spring 2015 

NATHAN FOXLEY 

Q: When did you join Cinematic Symphony?  
A: I joined in fall of 2013. 

Q: Where are you from? 
A: I was born and raised in Idaho and eventually moved to Cincinnati 
for graduate school. 

Q: What is your educational background? 
A: I have a bachelor’s degree in euphonium, piano, and English and a 
master’s degree in music theory. 

Q: What interested you in joining Cinematic Symphony? 
A: I had been living in Texas for a couple of months and was looking 
for an opportunity to keep playing in a band. Once I heard about this 
group, I was excited to come and contribute! 

 

Q: Best musical memory:  
A: My best musical memories are every performance with Rodney Woodbury, my high school band director. 

Q: Favorite works featuring my instrument:  
A: Rhapsody for Euphonium by Jerry Brubaker, Fantasy for Euphonium by Philip Sparke, Euphonium Concerto by 
Karl Jenkins 

Q: Favorite film scores:  
A: Superman (1978), E.T., Raiders of the Lost Arc, Hook, Jurassic Park, The Matrix 

Q: Why do you think film scores are important?  
A: Film music has a unique place in the music world. The score of a great movie strengthens the characters and the 
plot. Considering the relationship between the aural and visual in a movie is really interesting and can help 
understand new aspects of the whole project of a film. 

Q: Next instrument to learn:  
A: Ukulele 

Q: Favorite word:  
A: Interlocutrix 

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians:   
A: Practice accurately and thoughtfully. That is, when you’ve heard a mistake that needs to be addressed, first, be 
willing to go back and fix it rather than move on. Second, it’s almost impossible to play too slowly when correcting a 
problem. You brain needs a chance to do it right, and doing it wrong because it’s too fast will only mix you up and end 
up wasting practice time to take care of it later, or worse, it comes out in a performance. This applies especially to 
learning notes and rhythms initially, but also to more refined things like articulation, phrasing, etc. 

  



Meet a Member - Summer 2014 

 

DANELLE SASSER 

Danelle Sasser has played flute and alto flute with 
Cinematic Symphony since January 2012. 
Danelle grew up in Albuquerque New Mexico and 
started playing the flute in 4th grade. She 
received a BBA from University of New Mexico 
with a minor in music. After spending a few years 
in a suburb of Philadelphia, she has been in 
Austin for over two decades. She has played with 
the Austin Flute Choir for 20 years and has 
subbed with the Balcones Community Orchestra. 
She was also part of the Austin Chamber Music 
Center for 10 years, and now plays in a woodwind 
trio and other small chamber groups.  

 
"Film scores are the melodic orchestral works of our time, music written for everyone to enjoy.  I think people don’t 
always notice how good the film score is, and when we play it for them again, it reminds them of the experience of the 
movie and brings back the emotions they felt while watching it.  It’s been 37 years since the first time I heard the 
beginning of Star Wars, and that thrills me just as much today as it did then." 

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun?  
A: Nature photography, astronomy, volunteering, reading, sewing, bicycling, kayaking, traveling. 

Q: How'd you know you wanted to place the flute?  
A: My mother thought I would like flute so she encouraged me to choose it. I‘ve been playing for more than 40 years. 
I guess Mom was right! 

Q: Best musical memory? 
A: I have so many good memories, it’s hard to pick the best. I played in the pit orchestra for a community musical 
theater group while I was in college.  One of my favorite shows was Jesus Christ Superstar.  There is a pretty intense 
flute duet at the beginning of “Damned for All Time” that I was nervous about every night, mostly because the 
keyboard player was playing the second flute part and I would look at him, hoping he wouldn’t forget to pick up his 
flute. Then we had to play together even though we weren’t sitting very close to each other.  Just listening to that part 
brings all those memories back.   

Q: Next instrument to learn? 
A:  Maybe ukulele. 

Q: Favorite film scores? 
A: John Williams is easy to like especially since I love many of those movies. But there is also Michael Giacchino and 
Danny Elfman, and how about James Horner and Howard Shore, and older scores by Bernard Herrmann, Jerry 
Goldsmith, and Elmer Bernstein.  It’s just too hard to pick favorites.  

Q: What film scores would you want to see on your music stand? 
A: I would love to play West Side Story. 

Q: What impact do you think the CS has on furthering the interest, understanding, and appreciation of music? 
A:  Since the CS plays music that people are familiar with, we make a concert experience more accessible to 
everyone.  There is nothing better than seeing kids bouncing along with a tune they know, and then knowing that they 
will hear some new things which might stay with them and inspire them to listen to even more, and maybe play an 
instrument when they are older.  

Q: An interesting fact about your instrument?  
A: I got my flute in 1973 so it’s probably older than many members of the band! 

 

  



Meet a Member - March 2014 

 

AUDREY ABBOTT 

Audrey is a civil engineer by degree, designer by practice, and 
musician at heart. She has been a member of the Cinematic 
Symphony trumpet section since 2013. After growing up in Houston 
and Sugar Land, TX, and studying at Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock, TX, she has traveled before finally moving to Austin, TX. 
She enjoys writing, singing, and playing music, as well as designing, 
building, making things, hiking, biking, camping, fishing, and pretty 
much anything else outdoors. 

“There are not many opportunities to watch classical music 
performed live, especially in Austin.  The Cinematic Symphony 
integrates fun classical music into the community because the 
average audience can connect with film scores more so than they 
might with centuries old masterpieces.” 

Q: Musical instrument inspirations:  
A: I had a crush on the boy next door when I was in 5th grade.  He 
was a year older and played trumpet in the middle school band, so 
when I graduated from elementary school to 6th grade, I wanted to 
play trumpet, too.  I guess the secret’s out. 

 

Q: Best musical memory:  
A: While sitting in high school symphony rehearsal one day, I came to the realization that I really did have 
a great appreciation for classical music, particularly in large ensemble formats such as band, orchestra, 
and symphony. I was doing it because I wanted to, not because I had to, or was supposed to, or because 
someone else was pressuring me or making me.  I imagine other Cinematic Symphony members can 
relate when I say that band was not necessarily the cool thing to do back in school, but I enjoyed it, and I 
wanted to be a part of it anyways.  And I’m glad I was, especially now. 

Q: Are you involved in any other musical activities?  
A: I write, sing, and play in a band called The Succulents.  We are a modern, folk/country female trio.  
Tons of fun.  Check it out! 

Q: Musical educational background:   
A: Formal music education and training ended for me in high school. If someone knows where I can find 
a time machine so I can go back to school for music instead of engineering, please let me know! 

Q: Next instrument to learn:   
A: Whatever comes my way or calls my name. Maybe standup bass.  Or drums.  I always thought the 
accordion looked like fun. 

Q: Favorite film scores:   
A: E.T., The Pink Panther, The Land Before Time (original only, none of that II, III, IV, stuff), Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s, Mary Poppins, and Robin Hood (probably only if Roger Miller’s stuff counts though), but the list 
could really go on forever. 

Q: Favorite vacation:   
A: New Zealand.  Hands down.  Everyone must go. 

Q: Why do you think film scores are important?   
A: Movies would probably be terrible without the score.  I’m pretty sure the reason I cried myself to sleep 
when I was 4 after watching E.T. was because of the dramatic melodies, not because that otherwise 
creepy electronic puppet went home.  



  



Meet a Member - February 2014 

 

LAWRENCE D. VARELA-HALBERT, JR. 

Lawrence. has been a member of the Cinematic Symphony saxophone section 
since 2011. He is currently pursuing a BA in Music Studies with All-Level Teacher 
Certification at Texas State University, studying saxophone under Dr. Todd 
Oxford. In addition to Cinematic Symphony, Lawrence is the principal alto 
saxophonist for the Heights Concert Band and the Texas State University 
Symphonic Winds, lead tenor saxophone in Carlton Morris and his Band, and  
he also plays in several saxophone quartets. Between being a full-time music 
education student and a free-lance saxophonist, Lawrence teaches private 
lessons at Copperas Cove ISD and in the greater Killeen area.  

 
“Film scores sit at the core of an originally composed piece of music that depicts mood, characters, and 
an overall essence of the story that really helps elicit an actual emotional feeling with which we can all 
identify. We all cry, laugh, and yell when we react to the fantasy of the story, and it is that meld of mental 
and aural imagination that, I believe, makes film scores that impactful. I particularly like this ensemble 
because it’s a genre of music with which MANY people can identify, and that attraction gets more 
attention to not only music advocacy but also for film-lovers all around. That is the good kind of 
contagious.”  

Q: Favorite things to do in the Austin Area? 
A: Ride the trails at Lady Bird Lake. 

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun? 
A: Most of the time I’m catching up on my current TV shows, but more often than that, I’ll host ‘classic’ 
movie nights. I also have a rather eclectic taste in music, and Austin is the cure for whichever genre I’m 
currently obsessing over such as my current mindset of gospel. 

Q: Best musical memory? 
A:  It’s always difficult to choose that single musical memory because I’ve been blessed with so many. 
But when I was a wee child, my mother brought a snot-nosed whining kid to Phantom of the Opera in San 
Francisco. I went in crying and came out the most calm four year old in the world. It was that good! 

Q: Next instrument to learn? 
A: I am on the path to learning trumpet. Superman, here I come! 

Q: What interested you in joining the Cinematic Symphony? 
A:  I have been a film addict since I was a little kid playing with toy trains and re-enacting the ending 
scene of Back to the Future III. Over the years, it wasn’t enough when I bought the movie; I had to go buy 
the soundtrack and bask in the emotion and depth captured in the music of my favorite films or musicals. 
When I was told there was an ensemble that plays film scores, I immediately said, “Sign me up!” 

Q: Favorite film scores? 
A: West Side Story, Indiana Jones, Air Force One, Gladiator, The Dark Knight, Star Wars, almost all the 
Disney movies of the 90s, Lord of the Rings, and many more of John Williams, Danny Elfman, Jerry 
Goldsmith, and Hans Zimmer. 

Q: Guilty pleasure? 
A: Chocolate Pretzel Nutella Milkshake from Hopdoddy Burger Bar. If you haven’t tried it yet, you haven’t 
lived yet! 

Q: On being a part of the Cinematic Symphony? 
A:  I’m sure I’m not the only one who imagines the movies playing in their head when performing these 
scores, or even as an audience member, but it is an amazing feeling. Most importantly, it’s a very 
rewarding experience to be able to play these great film scores thanks to the immense wealth of talented 
performers and our talented conductor we have here at Cinematic Symphony.  



Meet a Member - December 2013  

 

QUENTIN THOMAS 

Quentin has been a piano player with Cinematic Symphony 
since April 2013. He began playing music at age 6, graduated 
from Friends University, Wichita, Kansas, in May 2013 with a 
Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance, and is currently the 
Choir Director at Martin Middle School. 

"Film music is not something that gets played often in a group, 
and it's really fun music that we get to play. That is what 
interested me the most in joining. I feel it’s important to relive 
great music that you don’t always get to hear performed live." 

 

Q: Favorite things to do in the Austin Area? 
A: Ride the trails at Lady Bird Lake. 

Q: Musical instrument inspirations? 
A: Listening to other professionals play great music and realizing I wanted to be just like 
them one day. 

Q: Next instrument to learn? 
A: Saxophone 

Q: Favorite works featuring my instrument? 
A: Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue  

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians? 
A: Just keep at, and if you don’t succeed the first time, try again.  

Q: Favorite film scores? 
A: I hope this isn’t too stereotypical since I play piano, but definitely X-files is at the top 
of the list because it features piano.  

Q: Film scores on my iPod are? 
A: Not trying to go all Disney on you guys but Pocahontas, Aladdin, and Lion King 
(instrumentals only) are on my iPod; these are really good listen-and-reflect scores.  

Q: Favorite composer and/or film score composer? 
A: Stephan Swartz  

Q: On being a part of the Cinematic Symphony? 
A: It is a life experience I will always cherish.  

 

   



Meet a Member - October 2013  

AMANDA KINDT 

Amanda has been a member of the 
Cinematic Symphony Trombone Section 
since 2008, when she moved to Austin 
from Bryan/College Station, Texas. She 
has played trombone since 1996 after a 
recommendation from her middle school 
director. With a background in 
environmental and occupational health 
from Texas A&M, Amanda works for the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services, addressing human health 
concerns relating to Superfund sites and 
other hazardous waste sites in the state 
of Texas.  

"Film scores enhance films and help 
express emotion. Cinematic Symphony 
gets people to listen to soundtracks 
they’ve never noticed before and to 
appreciate the ones they already know 
more." 

 

Q: Favorite film scores?  
A: "Star Wars," "Lord of the Rings," "The Hobbit," and "Gladiator." 

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun? 
A: Gardening, beekeeping, hunting, fishing, Crossfit, cooking, drinking craft beer with friends, 
kayaking, hiking, and being an active member of the chicken coop co-op at Sunshine Community 
Gardens. 

Q: Best musical memory? 
A: When Mark Camphouse was visiting Texas A&M and we were playing his A Movement for 
Rosa for an upcoming concert that he directed that day. We played that piece my senior year in 
high school so it was interesting to see how he wanted us to play it. 

Q: Other instruments you play? 
A: I began playing handbells while in middle school. An old friend needed members for one of the 
handbell choirs, found out I had played before, and I have been playing in two handbell choirs at 
Tarrytown United Methodist Church ever since. I was also involved with the Wurst Band (I keep 
hoping they will start up again). The Cinematic Symphony trombones are working on putting 
together a quartet. 

Q: Next instrument to learn? 
A: It’s not really an instrument, but I am trying to force myself to learn treble clef after all my years 
of playing bass clef. It’s gotten easier being moved around in bell choir when I only have 3 to 4 
notes to concentrate on at a time, but I’m still not good at it especially when there are a lot of key 
changes and accidentals. 

Q: Favorite composers and/or film score composers? 
A: John Williams, when trombones aren’t expected to play screaming high french horn parts. 

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians? 
A: Keep playing! My director at Texas A&M, before he left to go back to school, encouraged us to 
keep playing our instruments somehow after college because it’s the one thing you can do your 



whole life if you’re 9 or 90 years old. 



Meet a Member - September 2013  

SAMANTHA HIGHTOWER 

Samantha Hightower has been a member 
of the Cinematic Symphony Clarinet 
Section since 2012. She grew up in a 
small college town, Murray, Kentucky. As 
a music educator, she has taught in 
Metropolis, Illinois (Superman land) and 
Bloomington, Indiana before becoming the 
Assistant Band Director at Fulmore Middle 
School in Austin, Texas. 

"I have always loved watching movies, 
and I became interested in movie scores 
when I was in high school. I took a ‘Music 
in Films’ class during my undergrad, and it 
ended up being my favorite class ever! I 
joined Cinematic Symphony because I 
wanted to continue playing, but also 
because I have such a love and 
appreciation for film music. Being a part of 
this ensemble is the ultimate idea of fun 
for me!" 

 

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun? 
A: Spending time with my husband and friends…watching movies, of course. 

Q: What is your best musical memory? 
A: Performing with Murray State University’s Wind Ensemble at Carnegie Hall. How do you get to 
Carnegie Hall? Practice, practice, practice. 

Q: What other instruments do you play?  
A: I dabble with the saxophone and euphonium. I got to play in A Tuba Christmas on the steps of 
the capitol last December! 

Q: What are your favorite works featuring your instrument?  
A: Rhapsody in Blue by Gershwin; Peter and the Wolf by Prokofiev; Polovtsian Dances by Borodin; 
Scherzo from A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Mendelssohn; Scheherazade and Capriccio 
Espagnol by Rimsky-Korsakov; and (since this is Cinematic Symphony) the clarinet concerto called 
Viktor’s Tale performed by Emily Bernstein, written by John Williams from the movie The Terminal. 

Q: Do you have advice for aspiring musicians?  
A: Keep playing! So many of my friends from high school and college don’t play any more, and they 
always tell me how much they regret giving it up. Even though my schedule is full, it feels good to 
take the time to practice and perform in an ensemble. 

Q: What are your favorite film scores? 
A: ANYTHING by John Williams, Alan Silvestri, Howard Shore, and Danny Elfman. Movie scores I 
like include Psycho and North by Northwest by Bernard Herman, Shawshank Redemption and 
American Beauty by Thomas Newman, The Incredibles, UP, and Star Trek by Michael Giacchino. 
Ah, there’s a lot more… 

Q: What impact do you think the CS has on furthering the interest, understanding, and appreciation 
of music? 
A: Everyone knows that music enhances the movies that we love. Film music sets the mood. It 
builds suspense and anticipation. It makes us smile, it makes us cry. People who come to listen to 



the Cinematic Symphony appreciate what music can do, and they can relive their favorite moments 
and the emotions that they felt when they were watching these films. 

Meet a Member - August 2013  

 

CARRIE ANDERSEN 

Carrie Andersen has been a member of the Cinematic Symphony 
Percussion Section since 2010. After growing up near Chicago and 
attending Harvard, Carrie is currently seeking her Ph.D. at UT 
Austin in American Studies.  

“I think it’s really important to bring music to the public, whether it’s 
cinematic or not, because it can be so powerful and arresting, and 
can provide a little color to folks’ days. People seem to dig what we 
have to offer, so it’s really a pleasure to share our love of music with 
the audience’s.”  

Q: Musical instrument inspirations? 
A: I wanted to play an instrument that, by its nature, kept me very busy. Because being a 
percussionist requires you to switch between a variety of instruments for each concert (and, 
frequently, during each song!), it seemed like a natural fit. 

Q: Best musical memory? 
A:  My junior year of high school, I was fortunate to be named first chair of our district band. For our 
concert we were to play three songs, one of which was Tchaikovsky’s “Dance of the Jesters.” And I 
ended up, of course, with the xylophone part. Quick side note: for those of you who aren’t familiar 
with that song, it involves playing sixteenth notes at roughly 170-178bpm (or, as I imagined it, really, 
really fast).  I practiced that part for hours and could occasionally get through it, but it was a really hit 
or miss kind of struggle, so I was super concerned come concert day that I’d botch the very 
prominent part onstage. Fortunately, I ended up nailing the part, and all the adrenaline and relief 
when we finished the song felt incredible. If I had a mic, I would have dropped it.  

Q: Other instruments you play? 
A: Meager abilities in ukulele and piano 

Q: Favorite film scores? 
A:  Star Wars, Gladiator, Pirates of the Caribbean, the Dark Knight, Jurassic Park. My favorite 
composers include Michael Giacchino, Hans Zimmer, Klaus Bedelt, John Williams, Ramin Djwadi, 
and Ennio Morricone. 

Q: Favorite works featuring my instrument? 
A: Well, since it’s the Cinematic Symphony, a few John Williams pieces: the prologue to JFK’s has 
an incredibly poignant snare drum kicking the song off, and the drums in Jurassic Park’s “Jurassic 
Park Gate” are also very fun. Beyond film scores, I have a soft spot in my heart for the percussion 
parts in Saint-Saen’s “Bacchanale” from Samson and Delilah. Not a hard set of parts, but essential to 
the song’s spirit.  

Q: An interesting or surprising personal talent? 
A:  I’ve been a competitive badminton player for the past 10 years or so. 

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians? 
A: Find a way to keep playing even if you feel like you’re too busy. After high school and college, 
where it’s pretty easy to find ensembles, life tends to get in the way of ostensibly extracurricular 
activities, especially if you don’t go into a music-related career. You really have to make the time for 



it! 

  



Meet a Member - June 2013  

 

DAVID GLENN

David has been a member of the Cinematic Symphony 
French Horn Section since 2011. He has played the 
French Horn since age 11. Aside from serving on the 
Texas House of Representatives Committee on 
Transportation, David has played in a number of groups 
around the Austin area, including the Austin Civic 
Orchestra, the Austin Symphony Band, St. Edwards 
University Orchestra, and the Balcones Chamber 
Orchestra.  One of his first priorities upon his graduation 
from UT-Austin was to find a local ensemble in Austin to 
continue his musical education.   
"I was looking to play with a group that performed a 
robust repertoire with challenging pieces.  I was also 
looking to play with a group that doesn’t take 
themselves too seriously and knows how to have fun 
with the music.  The Cinematic  Symphony is the 
perfect balance of professionalism and fun.  I’ve 
enjoyed every minute of my time with the group and 
look forward to making more great music in upcoming 
seasons."

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun? 
A: Attending UT sporting events, floating the river, playing video games, teaching myself new things, and 
enjoying food and drinks with friends. 

Q: Do you have an interesting or surprising talent?  
A: I can ride a pogo stick with no hands, and I’ve been teaching myself how to juggle.   

Q: Best musical memory? 
A: During my senior year of high school, I was the student conductor for our concert band.  In our final 
concert of the year, I conducted a John Williams medley piece that I had rehearsed with the group for 
several months.  It was an incredible experience to be able to work with an ensemble of my friends and 
fellow students and then to be able to conduct the piece at the end of the year.   

Q: Next instrument to learn? 
A:  If I could learn to play any instrument in the future, I would love to learn the accordion!  

Q: Favorite works featuring my instrument?   
A: If you play loud enough, every piece of music features the Horn.  Just kidding!  Robin Hood, Prince of 
Thieves for horn choir is definitely one of my favorite pieces.  Symphonic Metamorphosis by Hindemith is 
another favorite of mine, along with Star Wars, Jurassic Park, Pirates of the Caribbean, Doctor Who, and 
Game of Thrones.  I also enjoy video game scores, such as The Legend of Zelda and the Halo series.   

Q: What impact do you think the Cinematic Symphony has on furthering the interest, understanding, and 
appreciation of music? 
A: Cinematic Symphony is the bridge between classical music and pop culture.  I think that it serves an 
important function by bringing the music that people love and are familiar with to them in a traditional 
concert setting.  Additionally, we bring to light some of the great music that has played a background role 
in our everyday lives.  NBC News' “The Mission” by John Williams is an excellent example of a piece of 
music that people might hear every day but don’t even realize what a great piece it is. 

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians? 
A: Don’t stop playing!  Too often we see young students abandon music early because it’s not “cool” 
(which clearly isn’t true).  Aside from my family, music has been the one constant thing in my life that has 
always been there.  It is something that I have always been able to do just for me.  It’s a way to express 
yourself during the good times, and a sanctuary during the bad times. 

   



Meet a Member - April 2013  

SUZANNA ROBERTS 

Suzanna has been a member of the Cinematic 
Symphony Flute Section since 2010. She has played 
flute since the age of 7 and piccolo since 13. Suzanna 
was born in San Antonio, but has lived in Austin since 
the age of two. She has played with the Austin 
Chamber Music Center for several summers, 
participated in a scholarship woodwind quintet, and 
she also played in the Christian Youth Symphony of 
Austin. She will be attending Texas Lutheran 
University in the Fall of 2013 studying communications 
with a minor in music. 

Q: Favorite works featuring my instrument: 
A: There are too many to name. If you play me anything baroque or classical that has 
flute in it, chances are I will like it! As long as it’s pretty, I’m happy! 

Q: Best musical experience: 
A: My best musical memory was hands down when I was able to play one of the hardest pieces of 
music I had learned at the Long Center. I was playing at a fundraiser, and I was extremely nervous. 
I remember walking onto the stage with my pianist (also a close friend) and looking out into the 
audience thinking, “Everyone is looking at me! What am I doing up here?!” As I began to play the 
first few measures, it was a little unsteady and I wasn’t completely connected with the piano. 
Suddenly, I locked in and the piece really began to come alive.Even my family noticed how my 
emotion and confidence erupted. Once I realized it was a now or never moment, and I might as 
well go for it, the remaining eight minutes of Concertino by Chaminade were some of the most 
exhilarating minutes I can remember. Playing in such a big music hall at 16 was definitely life 
changing in a way! 

Q: Favorite composers: 
A: Being as my musical roots are classical, I have so many favorite classical composers! Bach, 
Haydn, Mozart, Debussy, and Chopin just to name a few! As far as film composers, of course John 
Williams is amazing! I also like Danny Elfman. I also LOVE Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Q: Why do you think film scores are important? 
A: Film scores add so much emotion, feeling, and anticipation to a movie. Think about it: if you 
were to watch Star Wars on mute, would it have the same impact it would with the volume and 
surround sound on? 

Q: What impact do you think the Cinematic Symphony has on furthering the 
interest, understanding, and appreciation of music? 
A: I definitely think the CS has a lot in its future. We’re just everyday people reaching out to the 
community, proving that you don’t have to be a professional to be in a group and play amazing 
music with other amazing musicians. I believe that when people hear us play, it spikes everyone’s 
interest and creates an appreciation that is unparalleled to 
many things. 

Q: When you're not practicing, what are you doing for fun? 
A: Basically anything with my family or friends! Shopping (or anything girly) is always fun, but 
sometimes it’s nice to just relax and watch movies. Kayaking, fishing, and outdoor outings are 
some of my more hidden hobbies that you couldn’t guess by looking at me. Dancing is definitely my 
favorite hobby besides music though. Whether it’s in heels, swing dancing or in my boots, two-
stepping I love it! 

Q: Advice for aspiring musicians: 
A: Never give up!!! There were so many times where I was extremely frustrated and just wanted to 
give up, but now I look back and am so proud of every complicated thing I mastered. 

 


